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Top 5 Javascript IDEs / Editors 
 

Hi, Wynne Pirini here. I founded Wynne's Coding Pros to share everything I have learned 

about the process of learning to code. 

 

I never started out as a coder. Originally I was a Chemical Engineer. Later, I became a 

project manager. And then entrepreneur. 

 

After making 100's of websites, I decided I should learn to code also. 

 

One decision that will really speed up your coding, is which IDE or editor to use. There 

are a lot of great choices, and most of them are FREE. You can't beat that. 

 

I've put my list of recommended IDEs / editors, along with some observations to help 

you make your choice. 

 

Be sure to also visit Wynne's Coding Pros (wynnescodingpros.com) – where I use my 

combined experience as an engineer, project manager, and entrepreneur – to steer you 

in the right direction in your coding career. 

 

Wynne Pirini 

  

https://wynnescodingpros.com/
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Visual Studio Code 

 

 
 

Microsoft created Visual Studio Code specifically for web development - supporting 

almost every major programming language including HTML, CSS, Javascript, Typescript, 

and Node.js. 

 

It runs on PCs, Macs, and Linux machines. 

 

Features include syntax highlighting, auto-complete with IntelliSense based on variable 

types, function definitions, and imported modules. Debugging is a breeze with the built-

in debugger. 

 

Another useful feature is TaskRunner. This allows you to create tasks with Grunt, Gulp, 

and MSBuild from within the editor. 

 

Visual Studio Code integrates with Git for version control. 

 

These are just a handful of the reasons why Visual Studio Code is the most widely used 

Javascript text editor, with 14k out of the 20k survey participants using it (State-of-JS 

survey 2018). 

 

It's the tool I personally use in my day-to-day Javascript development. 

 

Cost - Free 

Download Visual Studio Code 

https://code.visualstudio.com/
https://code.visualstudio.com/
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Sublime Text 

 

 
 

The latest version of Sublime Text (version 3), takes the editor from being a glorified text 

editor to an IDE (integrated development environment). 

 

For years, it has been the go-to editor for serious developers of all walks of life. The 

community that's built around it is MASSIVE. 

 

You can customize it to do whatever you want with one plugin or another. 

 

Cost - Free evaluation period then $80 

 

Download Sublime Text 

 

 

  

https://www.sublimetext.com/
https://www.sublimetext.com/
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Vim 

 

 
 

Vim is an old relic that's been around since 1988. Just look at their website - it looks like 

it hasn't been updated since it was created. 

 

Personally, I hate the darn thing. Everything is accomplished with short key 

combinations. Which, if you can remember them, makes your coding REALLY fast. 

 

But, I forget the keystrokes and wind up doing all sorts of dumb things, then throw my 

hands up in frustration. 

 

You might be wondering, if I dislike Vim so much, then why do I bother listing it here? 

Well... veteran developers who grew up with Unix swear that Vim is THE best way to 

write code. They say, if you take the time to learn it properly (like anything worth 

doing), you'll end loving it. 

 

Plus, for years, it has appeared near the top of most loved code editors. 

https://www.vim.org/
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I'm not here to judge. I just present the facts. So, go ahead,  download and taste the 

pain yourself! 

 

Cost - free (you'd have to pay me to use it) 

 

Download Vim 

 

 

WebStorm 

 

 
 

WebStorm by JetBrains will set you back $129. It's the Grandaddy of the IDE (integrated 

development environment) market - especially for Javascript. 

 

But is it worth the cost? 

 

Many WebStorm enthusiasts swear it's the best tool for the job. 

 

WebStorm supports code completion, error identification, and refactoring. Thanks to 

the inbuilt debugger, JS developers are able to evaluate your code without leaving the 

IDE. The built-in testing tool generates one of the easiest-to-read error reports. 

https://www.vim.org/
https://www.jetbrains.com/webstorm/
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Probably, the most distinguishing feature that sets WebStorm apart is the spy-js feature. 

It traces code to prevent actions that might create problems later. 

 

Cost - $129 

Download WebStorm 

 

Atom 

 

 
 

Atom was released by GitHub in  2014, and it's a very capable editor. 

 

It has a lot of features in common with other editors already mentioned (because they 

all "borrow" ideas from each other). 

 

The underlying technology behind Atom is a framework called "Electron" - a popular 

framework for building cross-platform desktop applications using Javascript. 

 

Cost - Free 

Download Atom 

 

 

 

https://www.jetbrains.com/webstorm/
https://atom.io/
https://atom.io/

